The problem of speech defects has, until recently, been rather neglected by teachers In an investigation of ten thousand children in America, it was found that 2-9 per cent, suffered from defects of speech. The figure given for stuttering in this country is about 1 per cent, to i*5 per cent, of all children, and a study of the available statistics of school medical inspection shows that about twice this number suffer from various defects of articulation. In the general population the proportion of stutterers is said to be 8 per 1000. There are three times as many stutterers as blind and deaf-mutes combined. In correct breathing for vocalisation it is necessary that the out-going air be carefully regulated and compiessed.
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During inspiration the diaphragm descends, the ribs are raised, and the lungs expand, but the abdominal wall should be kept in a condition of tonicity. But during expiration the relaxation or upward movement of the diaphragm is indirectly controlled by the contraction of the upper abdominal muscles. This movement is known as the "abdominal press." Meanwhile, the ribs should still be held in a raised position during the controlled expiration. This is termed "rib reserve." During the inspiration that follows, the abdominal contraction is momentarily released, the diaphragm descends, air is sucked into the lungs, and abdominal contraction again follows during expiration. The ribs are not lowered until the final expiration for phonation has been completed.
The Common Disorders of Speech.
In this brief account of some disorders of speech, no reference will be made to the speech defects of adult life, although many of these are of great interest. The pathology of speech in many diseases of the central nervous system, the speech disorders accompanying mental disease, the nature of speech acquired after excision of the larynx, and the riddle of aphasia, which is still unsolved, all offer a most profitable field for inquiry. Let us see how the disorders of speech in childhood may be diagnosed and classified. 
